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                    OCTOBER – 2008 

           ENGLISH PAPER – I 

                                                                                   SECTION – A   (30 Marks)  

     (Vocabulary – Lexical Competencies) 

 

I . A. Choose the most accurate of the four given contexts which equates with that of the 

    italicized lexical item in each of the following sentences:      (5 marks)   

 

1. Methinks – there is much reason in his sayings.    

    a) His thoughts are wrong. 

    b) His actions are based on wrong ideas. 

    c) His movements are well planned. 

    d) Seeing logic in his idea, I accepted it. 

 

2. Fraility, thy name is woman.   

    a) Mahatma Gandhi could not tolerate weakness of mind. 

    b) Her child is very healthy. 

    c) You have a beautiful name. 

    d) Woman need recognition and social security. 

 

3. Leaving us stranded in the civilisation of Milam.    

    a) They have abandoned their former house. 

    b) The Manager’s car was trapped in a pit. 

    c) The culture of the present times is highly westernised. 

    d) Good products are available in wholesale shops. 

 

4. ………  dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.   

    a)  He is sincere in his work. 

    b) Indian scientists have come up with this popular theory. 

    c) The pot is made of clay. 

    d) All human beings are born free. 

 

5. They were ……. industrious  enough to slave in the paddy fields. 

    a) Once should be sincere in what one does. 

    b) Good people are always humble. 

    c) In some areas the land is highly productive. 

    d) Hard working students get good marks. 
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B. Choose the most accurate of the four given words opposite to the italicized words. (5 x 1 = 5) 

 

6. Brahma is the creator ………. 

     a) maker  b) destroyer  c) preserver  d) protector 

 

7.  ………..  radically different from that of any earlier reformer. 

    a) imaginatively  b) miserably c) moderately d) drastically 

 

8.  ………….  then into the shrouded Milam Valley. 

    a) uncovered  b) hidden  c) protected d) secluded 

 

9.   ………  they are likely to be adverse …. 

    a) adventurous  b) favourable  c) reverse  d) difficult 
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10. The stoniest of hearts must have cursed the gift 

    a) praised  b) blessed c) appreciated d) lauded 
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C. Answer any TEN of the following:      (10 x 2 = 20) 

 

11. Write a sentence using the noun forms of ‘dedicate’ and ‘ religious’. 

 

12. Use the idiom “to be at loggerheads” in a sentence of your own. 

 

13. Write a sentence using the expanded form of the abbreviation PC. 

 

14. They had dates for ……  in the ……. 

      (Fill in the blanks with desert / dessert) 

 

15. Form  a word by blending the words ‘International’ and ‘Police’ and use the blended words in a  

       sentences of your own. 

 

16. Syllabify any two words: ‘daughter, astrology, magnificent, entertain’. 

 

17. Write a sentence each of your own using the word ‘address’ as a verb and as  a noun. 

 

18. Write a sentence of your own using the American English word for ‘lift’. 

 

19. Use the compound word ‘taxi-driver’ in sentence of your own. 

 

20. Write a sentence using a word with the prefix ‘im’ or the suffix ‘-ity’. 

 

21. Form Compound words: (a) Noun + Adjective (b) Noun + Noun 

 

22. Write sentences each using the phrasal verbs ‘look over’ and ‘look after’. 

 

23. Write sentences each using the clipped form of ‘aeroplane’ and ‘kilogram’. 

 

                                                         SECTION – B                                        (20 Marks) 

                                              (Grammatical Competencies) 

II. A. Fill in the blanks of the following sentences:   (10 x 1 = 10) 

    

     24. How ….. you oppose the leader. (Use a quasi modal verb) 

 

     25. The baby …….. (demand) everyone’s attention. (Use the given verb in its simple past tense form) 

 

     26. A wide variety of liquids …… (use) in chemical plants. 

           (Use the correct tense of the verb) 

    

     27. People …….. walk a few miles in the morning enjoy good health. 

           (Use a relative pronoun) 

 

     28.  Kumarasamy, ……. house I live in, owns most of the mills in the town. (Use a relative pronoun) 

 

     29. He was happy ………… his poverty. (Use a phrase preposition) 



www.usefuldesk.com 

English I 12th Public Exam Question Paper 2008 

Website: www.usefuldesk.com                     Google+: https://plus.google.com/+Usefuldesk4u  

 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/usefuldesk  Twitter: www.twitter.com/usefuldesk E-mail: info@usefuldesk.com 
 

 

  30. I  …………….. (give) them money if I had plenty. (Use the given verb in suitable form) 

 

  31. Write a sentence of the pattern, SVOC) 

 

  32. “The eggs were hatched by the hen.” 

         This is an example of …………. (Identify the kind of passive voice used here) 

 

  33………… we started early, we reached the destination late. (Use a suitable link word) 

 

B. Transform the following sentences as instructed:                                             (5 X 2 = 10) 

  

 34. Report the dialogue in a paragraph: 

      
 

35.If I were a bird, I would fly. (Begin the sentence with ‘were’) 

 

36. It is really surprising that he has not been arrested by the police. (Rewrite as a compound sentence) 

 

37. It was raining heavily. The farmers went on with their work. (Combine the sentence using ‘though’) 

 

38. The hunter took his rifle. He shot the maneater. (Combine the sentence into a simple sentence) 
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                                                     SECTION – C                                            (15 Marks) 

                                            (Reading Competencies) 

III A. Identify each sentence with the field in the list given below, by underlining the 

          word or words serving as the clue:                                                       (5 x 1 = 5) 

 

39. As in January 2005, the rate of inflation came down at 3%. 

 

40. At the international level, global warming has increased the anxiety of many nations. 

 

41. A new rocket launching station is commissioned in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

42. Your monitor is not working. Get it repaired. 

 

43. Mr Venkatraghavan is one of the best umpires in the world. 

      (Science, Computer, Sports,Commerce, Environment) 

 

 

B. Read the following passage and answer in your own words the question given below: 

                                                                                                                             (5 x 2 =10) 

 

Today we don’t think of a cartoon as being associated with great art, but at one time it 

 was. During the period of Italian Renaissance, the term ‘cartoon’ meant the first sketch in 

 actual size of a large work of art, such as a mural (wall painting When newspapers and 

 magazines began to use drawings to illustrate news and editorial opinion and to provide 

amusement, these drawings came to be known as cartoons. 

In the days before the newspaper, artists like Hogarth, Daumier and Rawlandson 

made a series of drawings on a single theme. Sometimes such a series of drawings 
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pictured the adventures of a single character. They were the ancestors of present 

day cartoons and comic strips. 

 

In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, there were a number of 

magazines which specialised in cartoons. In Paris, there was one called ‘Charivari’ 

and in London there was the famous ‘Punch’. Nowadays movies based on cartoon 

characters are also made. Movies featuring Tom and Jerry, Dennis the Menace, 

Tarzan, Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck are very popular with children. 
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                                    SECTION – D                                                    (15 Marks) 

                      (Writing Competencies – Prose) 

IV. A. Answer any ONE the following questions in a paragraph of about 100 words each:  (1 x 5 = 5) 

 

49. “Gandhi was no advocate of blind adherence to tradition”. Explain this statement. 

 

50. Describe the capture of Kala Nag. 

 

51. How did Mark Antony win over the public of Rome to his side? 

 

 B. Write an essay in about 250 words on any ONE of the following:      (1 x 10 = 10) 

 

52. Superstition caused the death of Gunga Ram. 

 

53.Trekking to the land of snow. 

 

54. The aftermath of atomization of Hiroshima. 

 

                                             SECTION – E                                        (20 Marks) 

                             (Literary Competencies – Poetry) 

 

V. A. Read the following five sets of poetic lines and answer the questions given below 

          each of them:                                                                           (6 x 1 = 6) 
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