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                     MARCH – 2008 

           ENGLISH PAPER – I 

                                                                                   SECTION – A   (30 Marks)  

     (Vocabulary – Lexical Competencies) 

 

I . A. Choose the most accurate of the four given contexts which equates with that of the 

    italicized lexical item in each of the following sentences:      (5 marks)   

 

1. He has done a recce the previous evening.    

    a) He made a secret plan. 

    b) He made a survey of the region. 

    c) He prepared tasty food. 

    d) He was reckless in his work. 

 

2. That sudden fits of inadvertency  will surprise vigilance. 

    a) His unintentional action brought gain at last. 

    b) I was surprised at the advertisement. 

    c) It brought a sudden change in his life. 

    d) Loud music diverted their attention. 

 

3. Mark Antony with his eloquence wins the public.    

    a) He won a prize as he knew all the answers. 

    b) He learned the art of using speech to impress others. 

    c) They elected him their leader. 

    d) With its delicate fragrance, the flower attacts all. 

 

4. …….. has she not greater powers of endurance?    

    a)  Indians are able to tolerate any hardship. 

    b) The programme continued for a long time. 

    c) He entered the station hurriedly. 

    d) They have the power to fight for their rights. 

 

5. The boys stood up on their desks and yelled hysterically.    

    a) The Taj Mahal is a historical monument. 

    b) They screamed aloud on seeing a snake. 

    c) They are interested in studying History. 

    d) He spat furiously and made a bid for freedom. 
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B. Choose the most accurate of the four given words opposite to the italicized words. (5 x 1 = 5) 

 

6. And none so poor to do him reverence. 

     a) arrogance  b) hate  c) respect  d) disrespect 

 

7.  A few wild blunders and risible absurdities. 

    a) submerged  b) serious c) comical d) pathethic 

 

8.  It snows continuously 

    a) intermediate b) alternately  c) intermittently d) regularly 

 

9.  He groaned in agony 

    a) pain  b) pleasure  c) angrily  d) melancholy 
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10. Men of genius conducted obscure experiments. 

    a) vague  b) clear c) correct d) wrong 
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C. Answer any TEN of the following:      (10 x 2 = 20) 

 

11. Write sentence differentiating ‘house’ and ‘home’ 

 

12. Use the idiom “honour bound’ in a sentence of your own. 

 

13. Write a sentence using the expanded form of the abbreviation ‘VCR’. 

 

14. I don’t know ……. the ………. will permit us to go. 

      (Fill in the blanks with weather / whether) 

 

15. Form  a word by blending the words ‘ International’ and ‘Police’ and use the blended words in a  

       sentences of your own. 

 

16. Syllabify the words: ‘alliteration’,’eccentric’,confidence’,’astrology’. 

 

17. Write a sentence each of your own using the word ‘tear’ as a noun and as  a verb. 

 

18. Write a sentence of your own using the American English word for ‘underground’. 

 

19. Use the compound word ‘down-to-earth’ in sentence of your own. 

 

20. Write a sentence using a word with the prefix ‘de-’ or the suffix ‘-hood’. 

 

21. Form Compound words: (a) Adjective + Noun (b) Noun + Verb 

 

22. Write sentences each using the phrasal verbs ‘give up’ and ‘give off’. 

 

23. Write sentences each using the clipped  words from of ‘signature’ and ‘suitcase’. 

 

                                                         SECTION – B                                        (20 Marks) 

                                              (Grammatical Competencies) 

II. A. Fill in the blanks of the following sentences:   (10 x 1 = 10) 

    

     24.They ……..  allow them if they paid the fees. (Use a modal verb) 

 

     25. While they ….. (play) there was a sudden downpour (Use the given verb in suitable form) 

 

     26. We ……. (live) in this house since 1995. 

           (Use the correct tense form of the word given in the brackets) 

    

     27. This is …….. I heard about him. 

           (Use a relative pronoun) 

 

     28.  Tell me the address of the boy ……… you want to meet.(Use a relative pronoun) 

 

     29. You must not go ……. The advice of your parents. (Use a phrase/preposition) 
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  30.If I ………. (visit) Agra, I shall see Taj Mahal. (Use the given verb in suitable form) 

 

  31. Frame a sentence of the pattern, SVO 

 

  32.This novel was written by Premchand. This is an example of …….. passive voice. 

        (Write the kind of passive voice) 

 

  33. Man proposes …….. God disposes.  (Use a suitable link word) 

 

B. Transform the following sentences as instructed:                                             (5 X 2 = 10) 

  

 34. Report the dialogue in a paragraph: 

      
 

35. If you should be late once again, you will lose your job. (Begin the sentence with ‘should’) 

 

36. The sum is too difficult for me to understand. (Rewrite as a compound sentence) 

 

37. He tried his best. He could not open the box.  (Combine the sentence using ‘though’) 

 

38. She told me a story. It was about a giant. (Combine the sentence into a simple sentence) 

 

                                      www.usefuldesk.com 
 

 

                                                     SECTION – C                                            (15 Marks) 

                                            (Reading Competencies) 

III A. Identify each sentence with the field in the list given below, by underlining the 

          word or words serving as the clue:                                                       (5 x 1 = 5) 

 

39. The monitor displays the menu. 

 

40. The hybrid variety of paddy was a failure. 

 

41. There is no drop-out in schools now. 

 

42. Every physician understands that a negative report contributes to diagnosis. 

 

43. Two women minister were appointed in the first cabinet after independence. 

      (Politics, Medicine, Agriculture, Education, Computer) 

 

B. Read the following passage and answer in your own words the question given below: 

                                                                                                                             (5 x 2 =10) 
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Questions: 

44. What do some people think to be the aim education? 

 

45. What do others think about it? Why? 

 

46. What do still others think? 

 

47. What is the true aim of education? 

 

48. What kind of citizens should education produce? 

 

                                      www.usefuldesk.com 
 

 

                                    SECTION – D                                                    (15 Marks) 

                      (Writing Competencies – Prose) 

IV. A. Answer any ONE the following questions in a paragraph of about 100 words each: 

 

49. Gunga Ram’s regard for snakes.                                                  (1 x 5 = 5) 

 

50.How did Gandhiji relate women to Satyagraha? 

 

51.What was the immediate impact of the bomb on Hiroshima? 

 

 B. Write an essay in about 250 words on any ONE of the following:      (1 x 10 = 10) 

 

52. How did Antony and Brutus exhibit their eloquence? 

 

53. Ahtushi Deshpande’s tekking experience in Milam Glacier. 

 

54. Johnson’s mixed feelings about his efforts and the making of his dictionary. 

 

                                             SECTION – E                                        (20 Marks) 

                             (Literary Competencies – Poetry) 

 

V. A. Read the following five sets of poetic lines and answer the questions given below 

          each of them:                                                                           (6 x 1 = 6) 
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