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                     MARCH – 2007 

           ENGLISH PAPER – I 

                                                                                   SECTION – A   (30 Marks)  

     (Vocabulary – Lexical Competencies) 

 

I . A. Choose the most accurate of the four given contexts which equates with that of the 

    italicized lexical item in each of the following sentences:      (5 marks)   

 

1. A proliferation accelerated to something like the speed of light.    

    a) I rushed out before he entered the scene. 

    b) The bonus amount was increased. 

    c) The train speeded up before I got in. 

    d) His letter delayed the action. 

 

2. Women’s marvelous power is dormant.    

    a) Generally women are sympathetic. 

    b) The students latent talent was brought out by their teachers. 

    c) Tiled flooring looks very beautiful. 

    d) She fights for her rights. 

 

3. Rockets which struck unheralded by sound or sight.    

    a) Sathya inherited her father’s property. 

    b) Diamond cuts diamond. 

    c) Thunder struck after lightning. 

    d) The participants walked in unannounced. 

 

4. All memories of the bizarre journey vanish.    

    a)  Stellas’ performance in the examination is remarkable. 

    b) We enjoyed the sea-breeze. 

    c) Hema completed the essay quickly. 

    d) We saw a strange animal in the woods. 

 

5. The good is oft interred with their bones.    

    a) We cleaned our house last week. 

    b) The treasure was found buried in our garden. 

    c) Gokul fixed a chiming clock on the wall. 

    d) Garbage should be dumped in the compost pit. 
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B. Choose the most accurate of the four given words opposite to the italicized words. (5 x 1 = 5) 

 

6. Dip their napkins in his sacred blood. 

     a) filthy  b) soily  c) holy  d) unholy 

 

7.  Icicles hang from abandoned roofs. 

    a) adapted  b) unrestrained c) deserted d) inhabited 

 

8.  Snakes are the most vile of God’s creatures. 

    a) good  b) meek  c) repulsive d) unpleasant 

 

9.  He is a sturdy youngman 

    a) well-built  b) weak  c) strong  d) sound 
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10. Gandhi spoke out strongly against the cruel domination of men over women and 

      Women’s own subservient mentality. 

    a) devoted  b) slavish c) dominant d) Womanish 
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C. Answer any TEN of the following:      (10 x 2 = 20) 

 

11. Write a sentence using the noun from of ‘dedicate’ or ‘ religious’. 

 

12. Use the idiom “to take off” in a sentence of your own. 

 

13. Write a sentence using the expanded form of the abbreviation ‘ATM’. 

 

14. In Japan even ……..  stores are not ………… for they float on boats. 

      (Fill in the blanks with stationary; stationery) 

 

15. Form  a word by blending the words ‘ news’ and ‘broacast’ and use the blended words in a  

       sentences of your own. 

 

16. Syllabify any two words: ‘advantage’, ‘particular’, ‘daughter’ and ‘entertain’. 

 

17. Write a sentence each of your own using the word ‘well’ as a noun and as  a verb. 

 

18. Write a sentence of your own using the American English word for ‘film’. 

 

19. Use the compound word ‘kitchen garden’ in sentence of your own. 

 

20. Write a sentence using a word with the prefix ‘-in’ or the suffix ‘-ity’. 

 

21. Form Compound words: (a) Noun + verb (b) Noun + adjective 

 

22. Write sentences each using the phrasal verbs ‘ keep up’ and ‘keep on’. 

 

23. Write sentences each using the clipped form of ‘demonstration’ and ‘refrigerator’. 

 

                                                         SECTION – B                                        (20 Marks) 

                                              (Grammatical Competencies) 

II. A. Fill in the blanks of the following sentences:   (10 x 1 = 10) 

    

     24. You ………… not write on the wall. (Use a modal verb) 

 

     25. Water ………… (boil) at 100
о
C Temperature. (Use the given verb in suitable form) 

 

     26. If you work hard you ………. (pass) in the examination. 

           (Use the correct tense form of the word given in the brackets) 

    

     27. The movie is about a leader ………….. led the freedom struggle of his nation. 

           (Use a relative pronoun) 

 

     28.  This is the house …………. I was born (Use a relative pronoun) 
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     29. She was happy ………… her poverty. (Use a suitable phrase) 

 

     30. I  …………….. (call) on you, had I known of your illness. (Use the given verb in suitable form) 

 

  31. A sentence in the pattern, SVIODO ………… (Frame a sentence of the pattern, SVIODO) 

 

  32. One hundred neem trees are planted. This is an example of …….. passive voice. 

        (Identify the kind of passive voice) 

 

  33. I reached on time ……….. I missed my train. (Use a link word) 

 

B. Transform the following sentences as instructed:                                             (5 X 2 = 10) 

  

 34. Report the dialogue in a paragraph: 

      
35. If an angel were to tell me such a thing of her I would not believe it. (Begin the sentence with ‘were) 

 

36. As my uncle was not there, I had to come back disappointed. (Rewrite as a compound sentence) 

 

37. It started drizzling. The cricket match did not stop. (Combine the sentence using ‘though’) 

 

38. The coffee is very hot. I cannot drink it. (Combine the sentence into a simple sentence) 
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                                                     SECTION – C                                            (15 Marks) 

                                            (Reading Competencies) 

III A. Identify each sentence with the field in the list given below, by underlining the 

          word or words serving as the clue:                                                       (5 x 1 = 5) 

 

39. Spicy food can cause acidity in the stomach. 

 

40. On our way to Ooty we stayed in a hotel for a night. 

 

41. The Agricultural College and Research Institute in Coimbatore, has studied the 

      effect of planting system on yield, quality and economics of banana. 

 

42. Life skills should be realized through curriculum objectives. 

 

43. Halley’s comet has an orbital period of about 76 years. 

      (Agriculture, Education, Nutrition and Dietetice, Space Science, Travel) 

 

 

B. Read the following passage and answer in your own words the question given below: 

                                                                                                                             (5 x 2 =10) 
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Questions: 

44. Where do penguins build their nests? 

 

45. How do penguins perform their parental duty? 

 

46. What is the difference between Penguins and Emperor penguins in laying eggs? 

 

47. How are the penguin chicks fed? 

 

48. By whom are the small penguins attacked? 
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                                    SECTION – D                                                    (15 Marks) 

                      (Writing Competencies – Prose) 

IV. A. Answer any ONE the following questions in a paragraph of about 100 words each: 

 

49. Describe the capture of the Kala Nag.                                                  (1 x 5 = 5) 

 

50. How are ‘Ahimsa’ and ‘Sathyagraha’ related? 

 

51. How does Mark Antony make the crowd believe that Caesar was not ambitious? 

 

 B. Write an essay in about 250 words on any ONE of the following:      (1 x 10 = 10) 

 

52. ‘A walk to the Milam Glacier on the edge of Tibet’. 

 

53. Gandhi was no advocate of blind adherence to tradition. Explain. 

 

54. The aftermath of atomization of Hiroshima. 

 

                                             SECTION – E                                        (20 Marks) 

                             (Literary Competencies – Poetry) 

 

V. A. Read the following five sets of poetic lines and answer the questions given below 

          each of them:                                                                           (6 x 1 = 6) 
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